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GROWING  IN  CHRIST
Most of us thought on January 1st, 2020, that we

had a clear vision of the year and expected life

to be pretty much the same or be better.

However, 2020 was nothing like any of us had

experienced before due to the COVID-19

pandemic, which forced us to stay at home and

isolated for much of the year. As I reflect on the

year, I echo Charles Dickens' words in his classic

novel A Tale of Two Cities, “It was the best of

times, it was the worst of times, it was the age of

wisdom, it was the age of foolishness, it was the

epoch of belief, it was the epoch of incredulity, it

was the season of Light, it was the season of

Darkness, it was the spring of hope, it was the

winter of despair, we had everything before us,

we had nothing before us, we were all going

direct to Heaven, we were all going direct the

other way.” My humble and limited assessment

is that Temple is actually stronger than when we

began the year. This is because of our great God

and His work in us as we attempted to grow in

Christ – our theme for the year. 

Certainly, we would love to all be together in

person again. However, every crisis presents an

opportunity for God to grow us. Here are some of

the ways God took the proverbial “lemons and

made them lemonade” by growing and making

us stronger: 

  

• More contact with our church members as our

Elders contacted households bi-weekly.

Ironically, we became more “high-touch” when

isolated. 

• More “participation” in our worship services as

we had others beyond the Staff welcome people

and give announcements. At a time when less

participation could occur in-person, more

participation could occur online.

• More donations were received as we moved to

almost exclusive online giving. Despite a tough

economy and reduced expenses, we actually

ended with a surplus and gave away an extra

$10,000 to local ministry partners and affiliates

because of the Lord’s generosity through you.

• More God stories. For years we longed to hear

more of your testimonies.

• More online presence and digital discipleship.

• More people attending small groups. Our God

who always knows the future had us

providentially move to small groups from Sunday

night services just before the pandemic began.  

• More parents took the responsibility to disciple

their children.  

• More agility and flexibility as our team pivoted

to deliver ministry in new ways.  

• More understanding that the church exists

beyond Sunday morning while gaining more of

an understanding the importance of in-person

gatherings.  

• More mentoring through interning Caleb

Gagnier, Zoe  & Isaac Watson, Jessie Stairs and

Shelby Henderson.  

• More outreach and helping those on the

margins through two food drives, and drive-thru

outreaches at Halloween and Christmas.  

• More grief counseling through Griefshare.  

• More weddings with Jeff & Presley Hornsby and

Zoe & Isaac Watson  

• More answered prayer including Pastor Dan

Walker returning to work after a 4+ month leave

with a heart condition and our Elder Chair David

Pinkerton surviving a horrific bicycle accident.

• More networking with other churches to share

best practices.  

• More recreation of our property as construction

continued of The Master’s Plan 4.0.

 I want to thank God for my family, Elders, Staff,

Deacons and the Build Team, especially as they

took on more responsibility while I was on

Sabbatical in June and July. It is one of God’s

great gifts to me to serve alongside you and

these choice leaders as we grow in Christ.

 

Love in Christ, 
Pastor Jonathan Stairs
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ON  MISSION  WITH  JESUS
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• IN  2020 ,  WE  WERE  ONLY  ABLE  TO  MEET  IN-PERSON  

  31  OF  THE  52  SUNDAYS !

•  1  BAPTISM  

•  9  NEW  MEMBERSHIPS  (TBC)

• 324  TOTAL  MEMBERSHIP  (TBC  & RC)

• 2  BABY  DEDICATIONS



When I look back on this past year I certainly

could lament many things, but I prefer to see

the work that God has done in our midst even

through circumstances that I certainly would not

have chosen. As a church, we have focused on

the theme of Growing in Christ and I for one

have seen much growth in Christ personally, as a

church, and as families of Temple Baptist

Church. Truth be told, we have been given the

opportunity to study the Word of God as families

in a way that we may not have had we not been

forced to change how we did Kids’ Ministry.

While some things looked different, many of our

main focuses remained intact. First, we were still

able to focus on God’s Word! Over the course of

the year we studied the life of Jesus, the Book of

Acts in 12 weeks, Zechariah 1-9, as well as special

Sundays that focused on Thanksgiving, Missions,

Easter, and Christmas. We did this in the context

of our families, parents teaching their kids in the

ways of the Lord. Second, we still had outreach

into our community through our Drive-thru

Candy Lane, our What Child is This Facebook

campaign, and our table at the Christmas Isn’t
Cancelled event where we handed out many

crafts and devotionals that families could work

through together. And finally, we still had fun!

Over the summer we had a Lego contest, a boat

building contest, a colouring contest, and our

Toddlers also got to have craft time with Mrs

Ronson. We have also had pretty cool colouring

pages provided by an artist who is connected to

our church (this one was especially helpful,

because finding colouring pages for the Book of

Zechariah has been a challenge!).  

All in, this has not been an easy year, but it has

been a Christ-filled year and for that I am

thankful. Not only have we stayed focused on

the Word, outreach, and fun, but by the end of

2020, we officially took possession of our new

kids’ space, the TBC Kids Woodlot. Though it is

not 100% ready, I am very excited for when we

can be there together. To God be the glory! 

Humbly Yours, Kyle Rhora

Pastor of Children’s Discipleship
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CHILDREN 'S  MINISTRIES

Events :

Candy  Lane

Christmas  Isn ’t  Cancelled

Online  Easter  Lego  Contest

Online  Colouring  Contest

What  Child  Is  This  

 

Passages  Studied :

Life  of  Jesus

Book  of  Acts  in  12  Weeks

Zechariah  1-9

Global  Missions

Thanksgiving

Easter

Christmas





YOUTH:

YOUNG ADULTS:

FAMILY MINISTRIES:



M2M

Purpose

Target:

Goal:



This year was certainly unusual. In January,

we began the year with a fun look back to

the 80’s. The social event was a great way to

get to know each other and build

relationships.

In February, the women’s prayer retreat was a

great time of sharing and supporting our

church family, our community and ministries

around the world. Lori began a Bible study on

Galatians, but it was cut short when

everything shut down in March. 

During the shut down and restricted time,

there were no official ministry events, but it

was a time for us to minister to each other

through prayer, porch and phone visits and

food drop-offs. 

In the fall, Cara Walker led a Bible study for

young adult women and we were able to

have a virtual Christmas social event. The

games and gingerbread house decorating

were enjoyed by all. 

Thank you to everyone for your flexibility

during this time as planning was difficult and

things changed frequently. Please be in

prayer for women’s ministry as we continue

to adapt and look for new ways to minister to

women in our church and community.

~ Elizabeth DeCroos
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WOMEN 'S  MINISTRIES



Women's Visiting Ministry

Visiting group:

Calling group:

Wow! Thank you very much. I’m
very appreciative for you and the
church. Thank you and God for
making Christmas better."





Christmas Video Special

over 2.5K views

Christmas Eve Service

Christmas Isn't Cancelled Drive-thru







“Prayer is not the flare gun of the desperate or
room service for the indulgent. It is the
confidence of the adopted.” ~  

“I stretch out my hands to You; my soul
thirsts for You like a parched land.” 

 Several other prayer initiatives: 
 
· A January Ladies Prayer Retreat
     
• Sunday, February 23, 138 adults and
children promised to pray for one minute
a day for the year for our pastors 

• A week of Prayer for Togo

• Thursday morning men’s prayer 
times continued      

• Tuesday morning ladies’ prayer times
continued by email during in-person
restrictions 

· TBC website has a Pray tab where
prayer requests can be made, prayer
times are listed and marvelous answers
to prayer are shared 

· November was a time of prayer and
fasting and listening to what God was
saying to us through His Word and our
times of prayer with Him



What a year this has been!  If God would have revealed to me that in the

first couple years of Restoration Church, we would have to weather a

lengthened teachers’ strike which caused us to temporarily lose our

Sunday gathering space, only to be followed by a worldwide pandemic,

I’m not sure we would have done this.  As everyone knows, this has been

a challenging and trying year, however, God has been so good, and

Restoration Church has grown, remained resilient, flexible, and our trust

in God has increased.   

In the fall before lockdown, RC was seeing an average attendance of 75-

80 people every week at our Sunday Celebrations, with a total reach of

well over 100 people currently.  We thank the Lord for all the people He

has brought to us from the community.  We are seeing a movement of

people that have a church background coming back to the Lord.   

During the last year God has also taught us a lot!  As we have explored

the books of Ecclesiastes and Luke, as well as the themes of revival,

contribution, and dependence, He has changed us into who we

presently are, and given us values that our church operates under.   

The first value is dependence.  This year more than ever, we have had to

rely on God for direction, wisdom and growth.  We continue to exercise

prayer as our first step of action before anything else. 

The second value is participation.  We have been everywhere, man.  As

everyone is aware, our normal Sunday morning gatherings have been

anything but normal this year as we jumped around from House

Churches, Sunday evening and afternoon gatherings at other churches,

and outdoors on a farm. In the fall, we were able to secure an amazing

space called Tapestry Hall, just west of downtown Galt.  Please pray that

we will be able to get back in there soon. 

The third value is home.  We have really had to lean into the value where

discipleship primarily happens in the home.  We have started recording

virtual kids’ lessons for the parents to be able to teach their children on

their own.  As well, we have seen a greater urgency to connect with one

another in smaller groups in Bible Studies.  Currently, around 75% of our

adults are in weekly Bible Studies discipling one another. 

Finally, the fourth value is neighbouring.  More than any other value, this

one has been the most difficult to live out in a pandemic year.  Part of

being a neighbour is presence, which is at a minimum this year.  Despite

the difficulty, we have been challenged to think smaller, as in, who are

the people God has put directly in front of us.  We currently are

preparing future opportunities for door-to-door evangelism, as well as

assisting with single mothers in need.  We are praying that God would

open many doors for the Gospel this year in West Galt. We look forward

to 2021 as God continues to change us into His image.
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3 .0  RESTORATION  CHURCH

Pastor Aaron Ottaway

Church Planter



We are thankful to God for:
 For every house is built by someone, but

the builder of all things is God."





“My children, I will be with you only a little longer. You will look for Me, and just as I told the
Jews, so I tell you now: Where I am going, you cannot come. A new command I give you:

Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must love one another. By this everyone will
know that you are My disciples, if you love one another.” 

~ 
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We re-started the GriefShare program this

year. It was last run at our church in 2005,

facilitated by Lawrence and Ruth Caldwell,

with 23 people attending. It is a program

designed to help people who are grieving the

loss of a loved one and is grounded in the

Scriptures. Many well known people such as:

Michael Card, Dr. Larry Crabb, Dr. Robert

DeVries, Dr. Paul Tripp, and Joyce Rogers to

mention a few, share their stories and give

advice. We have run two sessions this year, but

because of Covid we met through Zoom. This

caused a few people to withdraw because we

didn’t have the in-person contact. We did

however reach out to a total of 30 people over

the two sessions. The Jones' and Morrells

facilitated the meetings and plan to continue

with others in 2021. Anyone who has lost a

loved one is welcome to attend and I know

you will be helped by the information shared.

It is a 13-week course.    

              

~ Ross Morrell, Elder

GRIEFSHARE



Instagram 
We have 408 followers which has increased by 108 from last

year. The bulk of our followers are local. 

YouTube
This is our first year for YT. We now have 116 subscribers.  

There are 12 playlists which hold 139 videos.
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SOCIAL  MEDIA

Playlists
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Additional Analytics 
This year our analytics were very unique with being in-person at the start, then online

only and lastly a combination for the later months. 

January 1, 2020 - March 14, 2020 - “pre-Covid” services
• Visits to website = 2.3k unique visitors with 5.4K page views

• Approx. 920/month unique visitors

• Sermon only was 469 views, 233 unique IP, 151 watched the entire video =  75/mth

• YouTube - no views 

March 15, 2020 - September 5, 2020 - Online services only
• Visits to website 6.3k unique visitors with 20K page views

• Approx. 1,050/month unique visitors

• Service views 4,338, unique IP= 1931, 1386 watched the entire video = 231/mth

• YouTube views of services 1.6K (267/mth)

September 6, 2020 - December 26, 2020 - In-person & online services
• Visits to website 4.7K unique visitors with 11K page views

• Approx. 1,150/month unique visitors

• Service views 1,762, unique IP = 749, 526 watched entire video = 175/mth

• YouTube views of services 707 views (235/mth)

ONLINE  ANALYTICS

Facebook
We have 547 followers which has increased by 134 from last year. Our

Christmas Special Video had over 2.5K views. In 2020, our services were

viewed an average of 215 times per week on Facebook. 

Views per day 

In the past year we

posted 10 events on

FB with 9.6K people

reached.

Website
The website had 15,414 visits (up 6,000 from the previous year) and

over 37K pages were looked at. The "home" page was visited most,

with the "resource" page coming in second. The "plan a visit" page

had 482 views. 

93% 
of our views 
are Canadian 
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BALANCE  SHEET

as  at  2020  December  31  - Temple  Baptist  Church
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INCOME  STATEMENT

For  the  Year  Ending   2020  December  31  

Temple  Baptist  Church



“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday
and today and forever.”  

~ Hebrews 13:8 ESV



Staff: Elders:

Deacons:






